
Marc Chagall Fabulously Fun Facts 
He sleeps.  He wakes.  At once he paints. 

He chooses a church and paints a church 

He chooses a cow and paints a cow. 

--Written about Chagall by French Poet Blaise Cedrars  

 Marc Zaharovich Chagall (1887-1985) was born in the Russian-Jewish Village of Vitebsk, 

eldest of Nine Children in a Hasidic Jewish family.  Given the Hasidic belief that it is a 

sacrilege to give God form or produce images, it is surprising that Chagall chose an artistic 

career.  He likely persuaded his mother to support his choice. As a child, Marc played with 

the family dogs, chickens, a goat and a donkey.  He often concocted his own toys, as there 

was no money to purchase any.  With some hesitation, his mother took him to a local artist 

for lessons, where, for a time, he painted everything in purple!  He also used burlap bean 

sacks for his early paintings, but the work must not have impressed his eight sisters.  They 

used them to cover freshly washed floors and to stuff the holes in the chicken coop! 

 

 Chagall was happily married to his wife Bella for twenty-nine years until her death until 1944.  

Bella can frequently be seen “floating about” Chagall‟s canvases. 

 

 Chagall explained:  “ What I mean by „abstract‟ is something which comes to life 

spontaneously through a gamut of contrasts, plastic as the same time as psychic, pervades 

both the picture and the eye of the spectator with conceptions of new and unfamiliar 

elements” 

 

 Chagall created works in virtually every artistic medium, including painting, book 

illustrations, stained glass, stage sets, ceramic, tapestries and fine art prints. His work 

also expanded to other forms of art, including ceramics, mosaics, and stained glass. He 

designed sets and wall murals for the Jewish theatre in Russia; these murals are thought to 

be the best of their time in glorifying Hasidism. Among his most famous building 

decorations are the ceiling of the Opera House in Paris, murals at the New York 

Metropolitan Opera, a glass window at the United Nations, and decorations at the 

Vatican. Israel, which Chagall first visited in 1931 for the opening of the Tel Aviv Art 

Museum, is likewise endowed with some of Chagall's work, most notably the twelve stained 

glass windows at Hadassah Hospital and wall decorations at the Knesset. 

 

 "When Matisse dies," Pablo Picasso remarked in the 1950s, "Chagall will be the only 

painter left who understands what color really is". 

 

 His biographer wrote: "This is Chagall's contribution to contemporary art: the reawakening 

of a  poetry of representation, avoiding factual illustration on the one hand, and non-

figurative abstractions on the other". Likewsie, André Breton said that "with him alone, the 

metaphor made its triumphant return to modern painting". 

 

 Chagall is one of very few artists to exhibit work at the Louvre in their lifetime. 
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